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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
From: Jean Matulis (Pacific Grove):  "I want to congratulate you for keeping the First

Amendment alive and well at Atascadero State Hospital.  Thanks for your courageous
journalism."

From:  Thomas Stanton (Boston):  "You're giving them a dose of their own medicine, and
they sure don't like it."

WHAT'S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?
MOST INFLUENCE:  In the September 'Gulag' Flim-Flam Forensics article, I quoted

from a study of psychiatry which found that "The factor which may most influence diagnosis is
the clinician's own personality, value system, self-image, personal preferences, and
attitudes,..[and] the personal idiosyncrasies of the examining psychiatrist,..[and further,] that
voicing criticism of the mental health profession, whether from a radical or conservative
perspective, may substantially increase a patient's psychopathology in the eyes of mental health
professionals."

LEAST INFLUENCE:  A 1977 meta-analysis of 375 separate studies (Smith  & Glass,
1977) showed that "extensive training in psychology, with years of post-graduate education and
years of post-doctoral experience, has no effect whatsoever on one's effectiveness even as a basic
therapist in garden-variety mental and emotional problems"!  (Does this surprise anyone?!)

EVALUATE THE EVALUATORS
Since, in the Kafkaesque world of the psychiatric industry, what shouldn't matter dies, and

what should matter doesn't, your SVP attorney might want to take advantage of that state of
affairs by trying something a little different at trial.  For instance:

(1)  At SVP trials (or any type trial where a shrink testifies), the first thing the D.A does is
have the prosecution shrinks testify about their education, degrees, training and experience.  This,
of course, is supposed to impress the jury into believing that those shrinks are thus credible and
accurate in their opinions (when nothing could be further from the truth.).

Your SVP attorney could make a pre-trial motion, based on that 1977 Smith & Glass
meta-analysis, to exclude such testimony from the jury on grounds of relevance and that such
testimony is far more prejudicial than probative.  (E.C. s/s 210, 350, 352)

(2)  At the same time, your attorney could motion the court for permission to voir dire the
prosecution shrinks in the presence of the jury regarding the shrink's own personality, value
system, self-image, personal idiosyncrasies, whether any gender identity problems they might have
would affect their diagnosis (e.g., a man-hating lesbian), whether they came from a dysfunctional
family (studies show that most have), and any other potential source of bias.

In briefing that motion, your attorney could rely on the study I cited in that September
'Gulag' (PSYCHIATRY AND THE PRESUMPTION OF ESPERTISE: FLIPPING COINS IN
THE COURTROOM, California Law Review, May 1974, pp. 693-753).  Your attorney would
also want to rely on (A) California Board of Psychology Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule



1396.1, which states, "It is recognized that a psychologist's effectiveness depends upon his or her
ability to maintain sound interpersonal relations, and that temporary or more enduring problems in
a psychologist's own personality may interfere with this ability and distort his or her appraisals of
others," and (B) Welf. & Inst. Code s/s 6309, which states, "Any psychiatrist or
psychologist…shall be subject to all legal objections as to competency and bias."

Perhaps if we subject the psychiatric flim-flam artist's own personal life to the same intense
voyeuristic scrutiny they like to inflict on others, they won't be so in love with the thought of
coming into court to dazzle us with their smoke-and-mirrors and air-headed narcissism.

GANG VIOLENCE BY ASH STAFF
The following is verbatim from a recent Patients Rights complaint form filed by

hosprisoner, David Briggs:  On October 31, 2000, at approximately 1830 hours, while walking in
the main hallway at Atascadero State Hospital (herein A.S.H.) in the process of returning to Unit
20 from dining Room A, I was passing by doorways to Dining Room 3.  Standing in the entrance
doorway to Dining Room 3 was a staff member (later identified as Garth Purcell) who stated
loudly, "There's the punk-ass SVP's"  Since I was pushing a fellow patient in his wheelchair, I
continued on for several paces in order to clear the adjacent doorways to Dining Rooms 2 and 3,
then I returned to the doorway of Dining Room 3 and asked the staff member who'd made that
statement for his name.  This staff member moved his hand to a position covering his I.D. Badge
and began to laugh.  He backed around the corner into Dining Room 3, out of direct sight from
the doorway.  So, I leaned my head into the doorway and said, "Sir, I need your name."  That
staff member responded with, "I don't know my fuckin' name." And proceeded to laugh again.  At
this point, other staff in the immediate vicinity within dining Room 3 joined this staff member in
laughing.  Somebody (one of the patients in dining Room 3 called, "His name is Garth Purcell."  I
said, "That’s good enough for me."  I withdrew my head from the doorway and turned to proceed
back to Unit 20.  However, the staff member identified as Garth Purcell and numerous other staff
members came storming out of Dining Room 3 and 2 (Note: no alarm had been triggered.) and
Purcell shouted at me, "Get on the fuckin' wall right now!"  Another staff member who I was not
able to identify in that staff mob stated, "Let's fuck him up right now!"  Purcell then, face red and
features contorted, leaned towards me and pointed his finger threateningly and growled, "I'll light
your fuckin' ass up right now!"  I had no reason the believe Purcell meant anything other than
physically assaulting me in light of the previous statements and the fact that his hands were
nowhere near his personal alarm device.  I responded, "Why? I'm not doing nothing."  Another
staff member (a Hispanic male) from this gang came close to me and said "C'mon," while
gesturing with his hands and arms in a challenge to fight.

Mike Gill (RN) from Unit 20 worked his way through this violent mob and stated to that
mob of staff members, "Nothing's going on here."  Purcell was then told by one of his henchmen,
"That guy's from 20," referring to Gill.  Immediately, Purcell turned away and hurried back to
Dining Room 3, closely followed by the other members of the staff mob.  Mr. Gill and I returned
to Unit 20 where I reported what had happened to P.M. shift Lead Kathy Basmajian (RNL) and
expressed my outrage and sincere concern at such demeaning, unprofessional. Unethical, and
violently threatening behavior from Purcell particularly and the other vigilantee staff as well. 
Basmajian proceeded to contact the shift Leads and staff still in dining Room 3, received Mr.
Gill's statement, received statements from a few patients who were within sight and/or hearing of
the incident, then reported it to what she referred to as the "P.O.D.", who instructed her to write



up a S.I.R. (Serious Incident Report).
I am alarmed by Purcell's and the other staff's violent vigilantee behavior.  This incident

occurred in a manner which is indicative of "gang violence," and began simply because of the
commitment code under which I am detained at A.S.H.  In essence, this was a hate crime assault,
and I request that A.S.H. authorities investigate this matter thoroughly and take the strictest
action possible in dealing with this out-of-control staff member, and to ensure that hate oriented
gang-like behavior from staff members is thoroughly eradicated from A.S.H.

ASH'S CHURCH OF CASTRATION
Satan recently gained a foothold in the ASH chapel.  The outrageous events are these: On

Sunday 11/28/00, at the invitation of ASH Protestant Chaplain Dodd, ASH staff member Hal
Tune did the Devil's work by giving a lengthy ranting sermon encouraging the members of the
congregation to have themselves surgically castrated.

With fire in his eyes and evil in his heard, Tune cited bogus recidivism statistics and Bible
passages taken completely out of context.  He even prepared and passed out fliers which
espoused castration.  The flier states that for sex offenders, "curative treatment…is not available
at ASH."  The flier goes on to state that "The cure is voluntary castration."  You will be a happier
person….You will be released from a sense of guilt….Imagine the peace of mind."

A large portion of the outraged congregation got up and walked out during Hal Tune's
blasphemous sermon.  Sadly, one member of the congregation who did not walk out was a very
mentally ill patient, Douglas R of Unit 19.  Douglas R. must have agonized for the next four days
over what he felt he had to do to finally free himself from t his oppressive hell-hole.  On the fifth
day, drying with pain, Douglas R. took the only tool he could find - a ballpoint pen - and made
numerous punctures in his own testicles before finally ripping his testicles wide open in an effort
to castrate himself. (Picture an animal caught in the steel jaws of a trap chewing it's own leg off in
a desperate attempt to free itself.)  Cries from his excruciating pain finally got the attention of
others, and he was eventually taken to an outside hospital (a real hospital) for his injuries.

If any family member of Douglas R. is reading this and is contemplating a lawsuit over this
incident, contact me and I'll mail you a copy of the church flier advocating castration.

SHRINKS VICTIMIZE PEOPLE
By ASH hosprisoner John Fraser:  The trouble with psychologists is they have this driving

need to take themselves seriously.  And, I suppose one should not be too critical of a person
wanting to be taken seriously.  The real problem arises when psychologists take psychology as a
true-science seriously.  They have bought into a pseudo-science for an easy doctorate that
translates into dollars and have too much time, energy, and money invested in the sham to become
anything but con-artists themselves.  Having bought all the psychological myths at the college
level --- and too late discovering the myths were just that --- myths based on half-baked, half-
tested and half-proven theories that, as often as not, seem as if they came from the bottom of a
wine glass, the psychologist is in the position of a man who pays $150,000 for a new car only to
discover he bought a $150,000 lemon.  Despite the fact the car is a lemon the man is forced to
extol its virtues, its grandeur, its comfort, speed, and greatness.  What else can he do?  He
certainly can't admit he paid $150,000 for a lemon when everybody else is paying 15 to $20,000
for their lemons.  He would look like a fool and thus he would become a fool and therefore must



con all he comes into contact with so they too would at least believe as fools.  Parity on a foolish
level.

The psychologist, with a pseudo-doctorate in hand, cannot admit to being conned into the
myth of psychology being an art and a science without admitting to foolishness.  Therefore, the
myths must be seriously extolled and psychologists must take themselves foolishly serious. 
Having spent so many university hours learning sham, scam and flim-flam, the psychologist is
ready to put the sham, scam and flim-flam into practice in order to justify the expense of
education.  This is done by creation of income producing opportunities that bring about parities
by the creation of client lists made up of believing fools, or by joining hands with a foolishly
believing government body.

As with any con-game this can be done only by the creation of victims.  This is extremely
easy and fruitful since there is no one on the face of this Earth who has not been victimized at one
time or another.  It's only a matter of convincing the victimized they have been so severely
traumatized they require "professional help.  Psychologists have even gone to the extent of having
questionnaires that are especially designed to fool the foolish into believing they are "sick" when
they are not.  Psychologists avidly pursue this line in an effort to accentuate victimization to the
point many people who never felt traumatized are suddenly traumatized.  Having been informed
by a pseudo-doctor they think is a real doctor they have been made mentally ill by past events in
their lives. Victims obediently allow themselves to become "traumatized" twenty or thirty (or
more) years after the fact --- if indeed there was a fact.  Often "victims" become convinced of
"events" having occurred which occurred only in the imagination of the psychologist.  (Repressed
Memory Syndrome for example.)  Such a search for, and ultimate conditioning of victims is
victimization.  And, in view this is done, not for the good of the victim, bur for the enhancement
of reputation and the enrichment of a fat pocket book, such searching for and manipulation of
victims is PREDATORY in intent, in practice, and by definition of law

At some point such manipulation of others goes beyond a rather benign request to buy
into the psychological scam to a coercive attempt to logically rationalize the need for expensive
on-going treatment.  When this doesn't work, dire threats of what will happen if treatment is
refused is put forth under the typical bunco-artist's sales line (paraphrased here) "Your will be
richer for the experience."  Only the psychologist will be richer for the experience.  Coercion and
threats are hardly violent actions but statutorily they constitute acts of violence.  The law says
coercion and threats are violent activities.  Since psychologists must use both coercion and threats
to convince others that small victimizations have been major victimizations and minor
traumatizations have been massive traumatizations, their behavior makes them statutorily
culpable.  Therefore, psychologists are not only PREDATORY as an occupational function ---
they also will resort to violence in their continuous pursuit of the almighty dollar no matter who
gets hurt --- or why.

Since no area of human enterprise is more fraught with lies and myths, traps and pitfalls,
fears and super-fears than the sexual arena --- the sexual arena becomes the psychologist's
playground where they can eagerly manipulate their victim's doubts and pocket book. 
Considering such acts merely mental rape is a simplification of sexual victimization.  The art in
psychology is the art of traumatizing victims by convincing victims someone also seriously
victimized them first --- and almost always --- sexually.  Mental rape as a sales art form.  Thus,
sex becomes the principle playing field for money-grubbing.



Sexual --- Violent --- Predator.  Has a ring to it, doesn't it.  Real catchy, in fact.  It
would seem psychologists are guilty of being Sexually Violent Predators.  Perhaps we could see if
they are willing to take the same cure they so gleefully prescribe.

"PRESENT" DANGEROUSNESS
In the September 'Gulag' LIKELIHOOD OF REOFFENSE- -A TWO YEAR LIMIT

article, I argued that for a jury to find you presently dangerous the jury must find you likely to
reoffend within two years from the date of your SVP trial - not over your lifetime.

If your attorney is briefing that issue, here are a few more cases your attorney
might use to support that theory:

In Conservatorship of Murphy (3rd Dist. 1982) 134 C.A. 3d 15, 18-19, the Court
held that a likelihood "future" dangerousness is not sufficient to establish "present"
dangerousness.  Accord, Conservatorship of Jones (4th Dist. 1989) 208 C.A. 3d 292.  And in
Conservatorship of Benevenuto (3rd Dist. 1986) 180 C.A. 3d 1030, 226 Cal.Rptr. 33, the Court
held that a possibility of "future" failure to take psych meds not sufficient to establish "present"
mental disability.  The Court further stated, "If LPS conservatorship may be reestablished because
of a perceived likelihood of future relapse, many conservatees who would not relapse will be
deprived of liberty based on probilistic pessimism." (Id @ 35, fn 2)

PROFESSIONAL QUOTES OF THE MONTH
I don't have a brain…" Stated under oath on 8/29/00 by ASH psychologist, Diane

Imrem, during a deposition in San Luis Obispo.  Imrem is the same shrink I quoted in the August
2000 'Gulag' as stating at a deposition in Yuba County, "My brain does not work well…"  "I
wish my brain worked better…"  (Imrem should've gone to Oz with Dorothy and the gang!)

"I get a lot of decorating ideas."  Flippantly stated to me on 7/4/00 by Unit 9 nurse
Peggy Zellmer when I asked her why she was spending so much time peering into our dreary
cells.

DAMNED IF YOU DO - DAMNED IF YOU DON'T
If a hosprisoner agrees with staff, he is labeled as "manipulative;" if the hosprisoner

disagrees with staff, he is labled as "oppositional:" and if the hosprisoner refuses to discuss an
issue with staff, he is labled as "passive-aggressive."

________________________________________________________________________

Society wouldn't be any worse off if we let shrinks predict the weather, and weatherman
predict human behavior.
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